DebtsDil char DE, 


/ OR SOME © 
Pa pero BO 
» op is PL 
«|8-ROM. 13. 8. the forn ths 
Owe nothing to any man, but. to 
love one anotber.. - © 


an Endeavour to ſtate 
thar Caſe of Conſcience, and des. 
ſigned"to perſwade all men to get, | 
and keep out of Debt as much. as —_— 
may be. | 4 


= —_—_— Ao — 


By C. Morten. 


' The wicked borroweth, and poo pray 
Pfal. 37. 21. ” 
The borrower # Tervant to the Tender Prout. 
Poſt Tringisa Dies a Tudicg Conftitutos, Debi- 5 
* 296 non [olbvens, vinttas compedibus,, athy i 5 
i - nervo, tradebatur creditor, qui eum Joni cen © x0 
umentum cogebat operari, quoad the- 


- fatum eſſet. In Legib« 1%. 'Tab.. ue re 


Aulus Gellius, | RE 3> - ge, % 

> —_ —————— . 
LONDON, DE: i, 
Printed. for Tho Cotherwl;- get Yo 


. the Poultry,over gal 
SS. 0. 4. 


N % 


- 


: L 


F 
| | 
: ED . - p > =. 
— x  ___—_— iT 


— A. Mn. 


gmt Inep © ($150! m— 


The CONTENT s ; 


dapth; 1, 


Nw eYBlayS wy : 
He Context opened, f " NN ' 
ſtrates | ' +, 61G NOIOCY 

Debts, tbe * F Lawfwl 

, Diſtribution into £ ON + bh 


f "Lawful, l, ewes 
| -Neeſly fey nd Gon 


Pauls, SI 17 pd De 


n 
pe L i. 
_ 
% 
_ 


A | Prefumpruous ond Coveton 


| 3 7 > and thi cauſe of Shn + m7 29 
' : Sorrow, "og 0798 = and Di- 
35 

En 25369) is 

- In debt | Bog 
” Care fo all | 

feeas fo ſome 
Sutekies . 


Hei ang. Frets 


+ Out of Det, to = 

A hers, s 

x HI vt rercgr 

Ig 28 

| Fulnef of, Bread... 
>» CGovetouſneſs. ©. 

Yain ganfiderice.. 56 

. , Metaphorical Debrs, eſpecially of Law 57 


gs tra - $3495 ' 


A... 


Proud... = Abfiaies | X ; | 
28 


———————_— 
— 


E RRAT A. 
P's 19.line 22.for compound,read become bound. 
wh 


pag he 27. for oblagum , . read ablatum. 
16. far Halter, read Helſer. Page 
8. for houſes, read horſes, Page 59 line 7. 
"oF renged, read renders. © i | 


/ < 


Dcbts diſcharge : 


O R, 


Some Conſiderations on Rom, 
13. 8. the former Part, Owe 
nothing to any man,but to love 

one another. 


” HE Apoſtle havingin the 12. chap. 
diſcourſed of divers Ethical Vertues; 


he comes 1inthis 13th. to treat ' of 

fome Politica!s ; particularly of O- 
bedience to Governors from v. 1. to7th ; and® 
of common Juſtice to one another,from 7. to 
11. In the former he preſles Subjefion by 
Arguments drawn-from the Fountain and 
Streams of Government. 


1. The Fountainthereof is Gods Ordinati- 
en , V. 1. No power but of God —— The 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whence 
he infers this corollary ; Therefore they that” 

&'S--:.- re 
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3 Debts diſcharge: or, 
reſiſt Government, reſiſt Gods Ordinance, and 
receive to them/elves Fudgment, (xt1a) not 
only of men, but of God, whoſe Otdinance 
s violated by them, v. 2. 

'2, His ſecond Argument is, taken out of $ 
theStreams,the w/e and Benefits of Magiltracy, 
which are ( according to Gods Ordination ) 
praiſe and encouragement of good works, and 
a terror only to thoſe evils (your own, or 
others) which might hurts: And there- | 
fore it is faid, He is a miniSter of God, unto | 
thef for goad, v. 3,4. © | 

From both theſe Arguments he infers a 
neceſlity of ſubordination ( v #9Teo5s9at ) 


' V. 5. Wherefore we muſt needs be ſubjeth, and 


that zot only for wrath ( for fear of puniſh- 
ment by humane laws, whereby the vileſt 
men are ſome way impelled. or reſtrained ) 
but for conſcience ſake, as genuine Chriſtians 
who ackowledg this ſubjection necellary by 
Divine Precept, and therefore readily com- 
ply with ſuch Magiſtratical commands , as 
they judg agreeable to the Will of God (/q; 
edaras) This practicalzudging according 
tothe rule of Conſcience ( Gods holy word) 
is neceſlary for conſcientious,obedience ; and 
a modeſt enquiry into . the Reaſons of Su. 
periors commands, doth no more derogate 


- fromthe Dignity of the commanders, than 


examining DoCtrines in matters of Faith, 
£ * does 


Owe nothing to any tan. 3 
does from the Preachers of the word ; which 
this very Apoſtle commands often,and com- 
mends in the Bereaxs as a noble induſtry. 
He proceeds to ſhew, why men do, or 
'& ought to pay tribute, v. 6. For this ca:/e pay 
W you tribute alſo, for they are Gods Miniſters. 
For.this cauſe, namely, Conſcience : Becauſe . 
Chriſt commands it, Matth. 22. 21, And 
becauſe they are Gods Miniſters. 
He ſabjoins another Reaſon,enforcing even 
SF natural conſcience by common equity, if 
IF there were no Chriſtianity in men ; and that 
Is, Attending continually upon this very thing, 
namely, the Miniſtry of God for your good 
'& (according to their afore-noted Conftituti- 
Wy on ). Now, as expreſs Law, and common 
"© Reaſon, require proviſion for the Miniſters of 
WY 7/67ſbip, ro carry on their ſervice, and main- 
WF cain their perſons ( they who attend. on 
- the Altar muſt Live of the Altar) ; fo. the \_ 
S 


ſame Law and Reaſon requires ſupport to the _ 
Miniſters of fuſtice, whole publick Service, 
and honourable ſtate, ( neceſſary thereunto) 
2W cannot be maintained without an anſ{werable 
> common. contribution. - | 
"8 He concludes this diſcourſe of Magiſtrates, 
af and paſſes over to the other branch, common, 
- 7/:ce,with a general Exhortation, Render 
Ci therefore to all their dues. v. 7. To the Mas : 
ng giftrates, their Tributes, Cuſtoms, Fear, Ho- = 


3 our, / 
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our; and to all others, their proprieties and 
due debrs ; Le juſt to all ; be behind-hand 
with no man ; if you pay it not, it ſtill re- 
mains cue; LY never rots; You are ſtill 
debtors 1n equity, which I would not have 
You be ( ſays God by the Apoſtle ) Owe ne- 
thing to any man br; + [:we. 

in the Words there is mentioned a twofold 
debt ; one that is incumbent only upon one 
party, and this ts dcbr proper ; the other is 
reciprocal, and incumbent on both, Love ; * 
( love one another ) Which 1s a debt metaphor; q 
cal. *1is the proper debt . ( as alienum) of | 
which we intend now more fully to dif- 
courle. 

This inthe preſent prohibition ſeems abſo- | 
Jutely and univerſally forbidden ; nothing ; 
79 10 any man ; Prince, or Subject, high of | 
low. Butit You look back to v. 7. ( Ren- 
' der 10 all their dues) ; T hat hints to us a limi- 
red ſen'e, in which 1 conceive it muſt be un- 8 
deritood : Not that tobe in debt 1s abfoſnte- & 
Iy and nit {eif unlawful ; bur ſach a wilful | 
owing is forbidien, as detains anothers due 
withour his free approbation and conſent ; 
that rende:s It not, When it 1s required of 
him, 

Seeing therefore the matter admits of a 
diſtintion of /2wfrl and vniawfu] owing ; we 
ſhallrrear of bot h. that tie cale of conſcience 
may 


cr 


Owe nothing to any man. "Y S 


may be more fully reſolved. And firſt of 
lawful Debr. | | 


1.Debt is awful in it ſelf, for it is one ofthe 
ſpecies or kinds of contract founded on 
mans dominion over his own proprieties.; , 
namely,that between Lender and Borrower, 
which may bethus defined. 

A contra&t, wherein one that has full domi- 
nion of money, ( or any other thing valuable by 
meney ) placeth it for a time in the hand and for 
the uſe of another, only for his profit. In which, 

I. Full Dominion ; It ſignifies a compleat 
right and propriety in a thing, or a luficient 
truſt committed by. ſuch a Proprietor ; and 
both the Proprietor and Truſtee muſt have 
, © 23 aCtual power and capacity prudently to 
 & diſpoſe of it : Therefore Chi/drey under age 

or years of diſcretion ; mad-men under di- 
ſtempers ; men of weaker underſtanding, 

# andin this matter apt to be impoſed upong 

. 24 feme Coverts in ſuch things as are not com- 
| & mitted to their management z Guardians and 
, WY Servants beyond their truſt ; Partners With- 
our conſent; the truſt or conſent expreſled, 
f i orreaſonably preſumed ; have. not full do- 
Jy. minion, and therefore are not capable of any 
contract in ſuch mattersz and therefpre not 

of borrowing or lending in their fea Or 
others names, 


TIP WE , 


A4 2. Of 
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2. Of money, or any thing valuable by it + 
For it may be Food, Raiment, Labour, a 
Horſe, a Houſe, or any other ſuch goods, as 
can be rendred again, either in the individual 
( the very ſame ) withour damage, or in the 
kind of like valae, or in equivalent Mo- 
ney. 

2. Foratime : Fither determined by the 
contraCt ( as a Day, Week, Year )) or unde- 
termined ; and fo is determinable by the | 
Will of the Lender : This diſtinguiſhech it 
from gift, which altering the propriety, the 
former Owner does no more require it. 

4. Into the hand, and for the uſe of another. 
Herein it differs from entruſting a man with 
a thing only to be kept for the Owners uſe, 
when ie ſhall call for it :: As when 1 put my 
Horſe to Graſs, or into a Liyery-Stable',. 
Tc. 

L Laftly : Only for hiz profit : For if the 
* Lender contract for profit (more or leſs) to 
himſelf, it ceaſes to be loan, -and runs into 
ſomeother ſpecies of contract. Indeed it ftill 
retains in our vulgar language ( altho im- 
properly ) the name of debt, borrowing or 
lending ; whereby the true nature of lend- 
ing is but confuſed!y underſtood by the moſt, 
and thereby many needleſs diſputes and ſcru- 
ples about Uſzry have been raiſed. Lending 
mult be free tay ſome ; and-'ſo ſay 1,or el(6 ir 

ky is 


1. If to ſhare ef the profits, *Tis not loan, 
but Partnerſhip. 

2. If to have - compen/ation. for damage * 
Neither is that loan, bur 4&zre. And therefore 
ſome do call their znrereſt, { not improperly) 
damage money ;, becauſe, tho there be not 
damnum ingrucns ( aCtual loſs.) yet-there is 
lucrum ceſſans, (cealing of profit) by having 
ones money in anothers hand. 'Thoa man 
loſes.not what he has, yet he loſes what he 
might have, were it in hisown hand to be u- 
ſed and improved by him. 

Now that rbis is /awf#l, conſider, that mo- 
ney an{wers.all things, Ecclef. 10: 19. that is, 
All that can be procured by it ; and *tis (on 
the ſame ground ) as true reciprocally, that 
every thing anſwers money, Which by its ſale. 


Owe nothing to any man. F - 
is not lending; for if it be otherwiſe, the 
contratt is altered. . As, 


can procure it: So that my Horſe ismy mo-®"..*; 


ney ( ſo much as it is worth ) and my mo» 
ney ismy Horſe (ſo much as will buy one ): 
If therefore 1 let my horſe to hire , I may 
hs price as well : [The Servant is ſaid-to be a 
mans mony, Exed. 2.1.21; that is, the purt- . 
Chaſe of his money ; if therefore he that em- . 
ploys my ſervant muſt pay me for it, why: 
not for the employment of ſo fauct money 
as 'did btiy him? But this is more plain.v.19. * 
Where 


- 
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Where the maimed perſon, beſidesfor his 
| healing, was to be fatished for the Joſs of his 
time: He ſhall pay for the loſs of his time ; \n 
Hebrew *tis for his ceaſing ; 1.e. from his work 
whereby he might have gained profit. '. So 
then Lucrum ce//ans, ( gaincealing ) is to be 
compenſated with money : The loſs -of my | 
time is the loſs of my money,which muſt be 
in equity paid for ; but the abſence of my 
money is the loſs of my time, which ſhould 
be employed about ir. | 
The profit therefore of /oan, ( in its moſt | 
proper lenſe) being only to the Borrower, | 
*6is the lenders 2+ of ſo much, as the profat | 
of the loan comes to : If therefore ( with | 
due cirumſtances conſidered ) one can taw- 
fully give his own, and another as lawfully 
receive the gift ( gi't and loan being in ef- 
fect the ſame ) : T hen the cantract of lend- 
ing and borrowing, and by conſequence | 
owing ſomething, is in its own nature law- ! 


ful. 


2, Debt is ceded" {ul in it ſelf, but ir ® 
is ſometimes even »ece{/3ry, at leaſt honeſtly Þ 
wery expedient, 11 the Way of ordinary Com- |. 
merce: As, 


In bend '2,,ng ( whici1s, buying and} 
felling ): This cannot ſometimes be well 
performed withour it 5 for we have not al-] 

ways 


Owe nothing to any man, jo 
ways the convenience to pay, when we have 
the opportunity to buy : Now if every 
man, to avoid. debt, were bound to forbear 
buying till he had ſufficient money in hand; 
chere would be little buying, and fo the pri- 
zes-of commodities unreaſonably fall, or 
molt of ( if not all) the running caſh of 
a Nation would be imbargo*®d to the publick 
damage, as well as the private loſs, by the 
dead-lying of ſo much uſeleſs money. 

2. In things abſolutely neceſſary for life, (as 
Food, Raiment,and Houſe-room ) if preſent 
neceſlity require them forthwith to be had, 
and we have a reaſonable proſpect of a fu- 
ture capacity to pay for them , what can , 
(in this caſe ) be done but going on ſcore 
{ which is debt ), or borrowing of money 
for the preſent occaſtion? A Friend jn-his 
Journey may Tome. and occaſion uur /end- 
mp three loaves at midnight, Tuke 11.5. 

3. In ſmall bargains, When we cannot 
change money, or in ſuch places where 


F money is ſcarce, and men are forced to barter: 


& Putting to account ( which is debt)-is ne- 

3 ceſlary, till rime convenient for ſtating arid 
ballancing the accounts, 

4. In great bargains, and ſetling Eſtates ; 

JF waich cannot be parcelled out juſt equalto 

2 ones caſh, or to pay every debt at the fame 

time: In ſuch caſes, we contract a debt £0 

© 
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|Ccure the title, which we honeſtly. pay after 
by degrees out of the profits of the bargain 
or Jand, as they will ariſe; which if it 
ſhould not be, it would ruin_mens trade or 
Eſtates. 

And therefore, ſeeing the Scripture is gl- 
ven for mens good, it cannot be ſuppoſed to 
forbid that which is ſo neceſſary and conve- 
nient for then. 

3. Nay, rather the Scripture gives counte- 
nance hereunto, and that in divers Particu- 


lars, As, 


7. The Scripture comm: znds us to lend, 
Deut. 15.7. @&c. If there be a poor man, one 
thy brethren ( i- e. a few) thou ſhalt not 

arden thy heart, nor (hut thy hand from thy 
poor brother , v. $. But . thou ſhalt open thy 
band wide unto him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him 
ſufficient for his need. Oh but the Yearof 
releaſe is drawing near, and I ſhall Ioſe my | 
money : He'l not pay me till then, and then 
he will be quit, { as v. 12.) To prevent 
this fort of reaſoning , *tis added, v. 9: 
Beware, tvat there be not a thought in th dy wick- 
ed heart, ſaying, the year of releaſe is at hand, 
and thine eye be evil apainf him, and thou gi- 
weſt 91m nought, and be cry to the Lord — and 
it be fin unto thee. V- 10., Toou ſhalt ſurely 


£1ve, bin, and thine heart ſhall no; be grieved 
2 when 


O'se nothing to in may, 11 
hen thou giveſt him, &c. . 

Here we may note, That lending is com- 
manded ; that giving ( the profit of aloan) 
and lending is the ſame ; that not only the 
matter ( without. excuſe ) but the manner 
( without erudging or grieving ) 15required ; 
and therefore the contrary will be fin to him 
that does it. ; 

As Moſes thns tavght his Diſciples, fo 
does our Saviour te2ch his, Luke 6. 35, 36. 
Sinners lend ta ſmners to receive as much agam; 
hut love ye your enemies ; do good and lend, hos 
ping for nothing agam: Nothing ? What not 
the Principal ? Yea,doubtleſs the lent Princi- - 
pal might be looked for again, or elſe it were 
an abſolute gift, and not lending; but the 
nothing here ſignifies nothing of the profits 
of the loan, or elſe it were the uſurious con 
traf, and riot the mertiful lending here re- 
quired. Make it not your only motive to | 

Wlend (as ſinners do ) hoping to receive as 

F much again : That is, the like kindneſs up- 

2 on occaſion at another time, when they axe 

F able tolend and you need to borrow ; butin 
a Chriſtian Benignity, and in obedience to / 
the command, with expectation only of Gods 
future reward, and your reward ſhall be great; 
And.in a Conformity to the Commander 
and Rewarder, and ye ſhall be the childretf of 
the bigheſt, for he is kind unto the unthankful, 


aa, 
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end to the evil ; be ye therefore merciful as your 


ather is merciful. 


The ſtope of this, and that which g0es 


before, is (not to contemn your propriety, 


as of no value; not to fatisfie the Rapaci- 


ous, Who would foon borrow all that you 


have ; nor to maintain the idle or Riotous, | 


bh 


who would wylingly ſpend upon others la- 
bonrs, but ) to relieve Gods poor, or ſich as / 
are made poor by Gods Providence, Without 


their notorious fault; then ( tho thy perſo- 
' nal enemies) thou ſhalc help them: If his 
neceſſities be great, that he hunger or thirſt, 
- givehim meat anddrink for his preſent ſuſte- 
nance in life ; if not altogether ſo great, 


then exerciſe thy Goſpel-ſpirit of kindnets | 


and Mercy, by lending, as hisneed requires, 
others known needs conſidered, and* thy - A- 
- biliry with Chriſtian Prudence will allow. 


Hitherto alfo refer that moderation in ta-- 


king ſecurity required, Dewr. 24.1 10, 11; 
Where they are forbidden to enter into the 
Debtors houſe for the pledg, but were to ſtand 
withont and receive it at his hand. Thus the 
Scriptare (you ſee) commands lending, 

2. The Scripture that commands lending, 


_ 


— 


= "7 Rn” Rn " 


m4 Mn AA © a = _}8_ rs heh wolh, wh 


Hs 


commend's the Lender, Pfal. 37. 26. Of the 
Righteous Man *tis faid, He i5 mereifut and 
lendeth, and bis ſeed is bleſſed : And in 112.5. | 


A good man ſrwesh favour, and lendeth ; be © 
will | 


_ 
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will guide his affairs with diſcretion. Thatis, 
'Tis the Charatter of a righteous and good 
; man, that he is merciful and ready. to ſhew 

favour ; this he exerciſes and manifeſts in 
lending ; only as inall his affairs, ſo eſpecial- 
ly in this matter, he uſes bis diſcretion. This 
| place compared with Matth. 5- 4.2: From him 
| that would bcrrow of thee, turn thou not away; 
; will helpto explain it: - He 1s ever-merciful, 
' tho he. does not cver lend ; He is always 
good, and therefore in hardneſs of heart, 
neverturneth away fromthe Borrower ; but 
yet tho his heart be open, his difcretion may 
ſometimes hold his hand, or direct it to other 
objects ; with difcretion or judgment he 
ſheweth favour tothe diſtreſſed. | 
Now ſince lending and borrowing are ſuch 
reciprocal relatives, as never to be ſeparated; 
the one ( with due circumſtances.) being 
commanded and commendee, the other 
cannot be abſolutely diſapproved , but is 
at leaſt allowed if true need require. Yea, 
2. The uſwrious contraf, which has been 
; more queſtioned, and is called ( tho impre- 
perly ) lending, ( as.is before noted ) was 
permitted $0 be made with a ſtranger, Deut. 
23. 20. Unto a ffranger thou maye#t lend upon 
uſury ,but unto thy brother thou ſhalt not lend up- 
on uſury. The reaſon of this reſtriftion 'as 
to a brother, was (1 conceive) eſpecially, 
that 
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that the: Jews ,might be., preſerved in their, 
inheritances, the better to diſtinguiſh Tribes 
and Families, whereby the Genealogy of the 
Aeſſjiah mightbecleared ; and therefore di- 
- vers of the Judicial Laws looked this way, 
amongſt which this may be recxaned as one,: 
Bur had \uſury. been in it felf unjuſt, or un: 
lawful, then tohave taken it of a ſtranger 
had croſſed other. laws, ſuch as forbad to 
Vex 0r eppreſs the ſtranger, Exod. 22. 21, 
22, 29. | 
'ty, the ſame required to a ſtranger, as to a; 
Brother, Levit. 19 23» .24..1f a ſtranger {0- 
Journ with you in your land,ye ſhall not vex himy 
but the ſtranger that dwelleth with you, [hall be 
rnto you as oye born among you, and thon ſhalt | 
love him as thy ſelf. - A ſtranger poor, and. 

aln to decay, Was to be af 5s that be may 
live with thee, Chap. 25. 25. As to matter. 
of juſtice, wherher diſtributive, or commuta-, 
tive, there was to be one manner of Law to, 
both Stranger, and home-born, Lev. 24.16, 
22. and Numb: 15. 15, 16. Yea the curſe 
was denounced againſt him that perverted the 
Fudgment of the ſtranger, Dent. 27. 19, Had / 
uſury been, againſt common equity, and a. 
thing in it ſelf unjuſt, ic muſt doubtleſs have. 
proved a great ſcandal to the ,Gentzles, and. 
a prejudice againſt the Few;ſbReligion z yea | 
diſhonour to the God of 7jrae/ as partial, as 
| gheobe 1p wy 


ea, in point of Juſtice and chark;} 


i lk. Ar -—_ Pr IT — = - __ —_ 
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Owe nothirg to any man. is - 
ſecuring by law the intereſt of his 'people, 
and expoſing otters to unrightzons dealings. 
A farther evidence of its. being a. judicial 
law, which condemns it, and peculiar to 
that Comnion-Wealth, may be this ; That 
we find it no where faulted in the New Te- 
ſtament ; yea, *tis not improbable, that our 
Saviours Parable of the Talents, gives allow- 
ance thereunto, that I might have received 
my own with uſury. He ſeems to intimate 
notonly a common cuſtom, bur a. common 
right , in that he mentions it without re- 
buke ; *rwas otherwiſe in the Parable of the 
unjuſt fteward : Where tho he commends his 
Wiſdom, yet he notes bis injuſtice. 

Therefore ſuch places ( in the Old Te- 
ſtament) as ſeem to ſpeak againſt Uſury, 
are to be underſtood either of that which 
was cruel and biting ( as the word imports) 
or received of the poor,contrary to Exod. 2.2. 
2.5.Which ſeems to be a moral law; or againſt 
the afore-mentioned,expreſs judicial law, not 
to take of a brother. And indeed this ſeems 
to be that grievaus ſcandal intimated,Jer. 15. 
lo. Thave neither lent upon uſury, nor taken 
upon uſury, and yet the people curſe me. Some 
Fews ris likely, in his time as wellas in Ne- 
bemiahz, did oppreſs in this kind ; fo as the 
poor afflicted cried out upon it, and upon 
all perſons that had any thing to do there- 

B | 
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with, as well -the payers, as the receivers 
thereot. f} St 1 
Now if -this lending for advantaze. be not 
unlawful, then much leſs is the lending out 
of love and:bounty; and by conſequence its | 
neceſſary correlate, the anſwerable borrow-: E 
ing out of need can no wiſe be blamed, 'tho; 
"4 ne the occaſion of the need may be 
0. + 
4. The Apoſtle himſelf, who gives the pro- | 
hibition in the Text, puts himſelf i debt by: | 
being ſurety for Oneſimns, Philem. 8. If be! 
hath wrong'd thee, or oweth thee ought, put that., 
0% mine account. "To put it on his account, 
was to make him debtor for it. until the 
account ſhould be ſtated and diſcharged. ;; 
5. Gods People have been bid to borrow ; 
as of the Egyprians, Ex- 2.2. -- 11/2: 
this tho there were ſomerhing-extraordinary; 
God intending to give them all that was/lent; 
Yet that he did not bid them (as he might) 
privily, or by what means ſoever, to ger:the 
palleſſion of thoſe Jewels, and take all they 
could lay. hands on ; but only plainly and 
fairly to borrow them, they ( not knowing 
_ the Counſels of God ). intending, probably, 
- toreſtore them again} it ſhews the borrow- 
ing init ſelf, and on ſpecial occaſions, to; be 
neither diſhoneſt nor diſhonourable., So the 
Woman in 2 Kings 4. 3. Was bid to. borrow 
| | | Vellels, 
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Owe'nothits'to' any was. 17 
Veſſels, when the Qyl was tobe multiplyed, 
beyord all thoſe ſhe had in the Houle: Go 
borrow thee weſſels abroad of all thy neigavour:, 
even empty veſſels ; Borrow not a few. 

6. Gods People have been borrowers With- 
out.blame ; as the Woman laſt mentioned; 
the 1/rae/ztes of the Egyptians, Exad.% 35" 
So! the Prophets Sons, -concerning the.AXE;z 
Alas, maſter, for it was borrowed, 2 RIng$ 6. 5. 
So of the poor Fews, Nehem. 5. 4» There 
were alſo that ſard, We have borrowed money 
for the Kings Tribute, and that upon aur lands 
and wineyards. 'Fhey were fain to, mort- 
gage their Eſtates, which was deplorable, 
not culpable , their miſery bur, nor, their 
ſin, 5. 1] | 
- 7." Yea borrowing may be. and ordinarily 
is with deſign of mutual compenſation, and 
ſos a parr of brotherly kindneſs, and, good 
neighbourhood. *Tis ſcarcc poſſible for any 
perion'or family, to-be always provided for 
every occaſion ; mutual ſupply is therefore 
neceſſary, and is one'of the ends of cohabt- 
tation: Therefore better is @ neighbour that 
is near, than a brother that js far off, Prov. 
24 10. The condition of a perſon is often 
fuch, as needs not a gift,cho a preſentſtipply; 
uw ſach'caſe borrowing is the moſt expedite 
way ; Which implies a. confidence- in our 
neighbours good will, with a purpoſe.- 6 do 
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18 _ | Debtr diſcharge: or, 
him the ike kindneſs on occaſion : And in- 
deed there is often acknowledged a' kind- 
neſs ina will to be beho/ding,as well as to 0b: 
lige. 
Theſe things conſidered wilf, Irhink, :ſuf-} 
ficiently evince, that all kind of borrowing 
or owing is not unlawful, or forbiddenn 
the Text. 'At moſt, thething is in ic ſelf bur 
indifferent, and may be circumftantiated'to! 
be a landable good. 
Andthus much of lawful, and allowable 
owing, yea, ſometimes eligible, as a good ne-! 
ory, or convenient thing. L 
2. Befides this, there is an coil owing 
warned againſt here in this Scripture; Ow 
ncthing to any man. This ſhould be avoid 
for that which makes it blameable, and dotly 
too often prinqs 275d debts, namely, the e- 
.vilsof ſin, and of ſcrrow. 


* 2. Sim isfrequent!y the cauſe and Compa; 
nion of JYebt, wherethe Debtors are carehef 
treachergus, proud, Or preſumptuous. 

+ "+6 careleſs Debtor is he, who runs 1 
to debt from a heedleſs' inconſideration- 
the woftil conſequences ; he is herein gull 
of a double vice, predigal Imprudenee;:>51 
owing isa wretched diffegs of ones Hitz 
and an ill husbanding the Talents wheer 
with God has been' pleaſed to entruſt bim 
| % yea, 
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yea, a taking thoſe 'of others into his hands, 
when he. cannot give a,good: agcount_ of his 
own. This is found in ſuch fooliſh ang vain per- 
fons as do either, - 


./1..Not confider the bounds of their Efates, 
ra,compare them prudently with,their Ex- 
pences ; but are ſottiſhly profuſe, to ſatisfie 
ahamour or fancy, ne're thinking whether 
their-ſtock is able decently to afford it- 

2. Run into groundleſs. juretpB/p : I fay, 
growndleſs ; for in this it muſtbe faid (.as was 
of. debt.) there.. is. a good andan evil ſurery- 
ſhip. Oy wills 
To make this -appear, we muſt eonſider 
the nature of the thing ; ſaretyſhip is an En- 


-gagement or ConteaCt, that another ſhall 


pay his debt, or-we will pay it for him; or 
tisan aſſuming the debyx, at leaſt, the haz- 
zard upon our ſelves. And this is ether, - 
1. Well-grounded;, as when we duly weigh 
allercumſitances of own ſelves, and the perſon 
for whantwe compound. And. as/to both, 


1. The Motive os Obligation, which may 
encline us todo it-: Such are drawn either 
from [near Relation, or equal friendlineſs in 


ime paſt ſhewn, ar with good reaſon expett- 


| "ed forthe furure;. 07 elſe for ſome eminent 


Publitk good. 
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2. The ability and  fdelity - -of the perſon 
for whom We” fre'boun;'as alſo our. 62/44 
ability well "tg bear the burden in cate ir 
ſhonld fall upon us. 

Now theſe things well conſidered, there 
' may be ſometitne reaſon'for us to give 'to the: 
. party, for whom bound, ſo much as- the 
"debt comes to, if need ſhould require; or 
the hbazzord may reaſonably be thoughr fo 
litz]e, that we need nor in a ſober Judgment 


fear it ſhould fall upon'us- Of the former! 


ſort are ſureryſhips for a Father, a Brother, | 


or one that has done us a great, real, and e-! 


.Auallyvaluable kindneſs : F as alſo Bonds for | 
[ 


jou nearly relared to vs ; or for ſuch 
A ODE entring into a profi! able office, where the 
Truſt, requires a Sectifity : Of the' larter, 
are Bonds of Recognizante, ro appear, vr be 
of the behax 3 jour, for a Perſon that is not hike 
to break 1t,, or ſtart afideyand ſo make afor- 
feiture ; eſpecially if ic be of publick"601- 
Ccern \ that the Perſon for who. bound , 
ſhould retain his liberty: Theſe": ahd ſuch 
ke ſuretyſhips are gar ooly allowable, but 
ay be ſoteriines a necc\73 ry duty ; efpecially 
ny onftitations'of Gpvernmenit, wheic 

ch ao ities are frequently required. * 

And therefore? tis uhhattral and enchriſti 
anto.make vows and preengagements;/'to 
a Wife, or the like, never to be bound for any 

man 
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Owe.nothing to any, man. 21 
an: ( as ſome have done ):, And it.were buf 
juſt, chat ſach a one ſhauld ,þe, exclnded the 
help.of all mankind, if he ould fall under 
ſuch a neceſlity, as ſhould require. a ſurety : 
And:truly neither Faich nor Reaſon can aſ- 
ſare any man. to the contrary ; He that will 
have friends, muſt b2 friendly, Proy, 18.24. 
NG much tor Suretyſhip as well ground: 
ed. | | 
2. But there is alſo a groundleſ;s ſuretyſbip, 
Which is often repreſented in, Scripture as 
very. blameable, and this under 'Three Cha- 
gacters. 


21/1, Fora friend ( or at leaſt one fo called 
by way of excuſe,) out of a fooliſh good. us- 
tyre,| without weighing circumſtances. 

| Tis commonly. done by ſuch j/ly -perſens 


.4s/ are calily coaxed and impoſed upon ; or 


ſuch Progigals, as are apt to run themſelves 
into a,neceſſity of the like kindneſs: Or haſt- 
ly,and moſt uſually, by drunken companions, 


When their liquor has laid their difcretions 


aſleep, We cammonly ſee that fudling fellows 
baye.. their ſeveral humors in their cups: 


ſome ate. maydlins and weep : ſome are 


Hettors, {wagger and quarrel; and ſome are 


monſtrous loving. and kind; now. theſe of 
he fatter, ſort are the faoliſh men, that uſual- 


ly do layolve themſelves by ſyretyſhip. 1 
| B 4 make 
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make Dbld 16 Tall them fco#ſh,"becayſe the 
Scriptired&669' fo too : A man wid of wndan| | 
ſtanding Ftriketh hands, ayd betometh a ſurt 
ty m the preſence of his friend, Prov. 17. 18.) 
He is taker! as a ſilly bird in a ſhare, from! 
which he is adviſed to get ont as ſoon, and/as| 
well 'as he can, Prov. 6. 1,&c. If thou be 
ſurety #——"thou art ſnared, thou art rdieab) 
with the 4pords of thy mouth. Do this now,! 
my ſon, and deliver thy ſelf when thou art come! 
md the hand of thy friend ;' go, bumble-thy| 
ſelf, and make ſure of thy friend. Give not ſteep ; 
to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eyelids. ©'Ne-! 
Tiver thy ſelf as @ roe and as a bird from\ © 
the hand of the fewler. The: name. of Love: 
and Friendfkip 1s the fair bait that allures! 
this heedleſs bitd into the 'dangerous ſnare; | 
the appearanceof pleaſantand green paſture, 
that leads the inconſiderate Roe into the'de- 
ſtruQive t6ils: I ſay the meer name and'\ap-! 
pearance, for there is notrne love or friend-! 
ſhip, btit of good men,from good Principles,' 
andupon good grounds; in all other, cour-! 
teſie ismuch'craft; anddefign manages moſt | 
of the kindneſs of the world. ohms | 
2. For a ftranger, whiere there is neither 
natural 'rye, nor ſufficient ccquiineaiaeanl 
thoſe rhirigs that are neceffery to be known! 
in this affair : Of: ſich 'a-one "tis ſaid; ! He 
ſhall [ma# for it ;' or ('as in the original )'be | 


forg| 
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fate broken,/Prov, 11. 15. Like the, breaking 
of \a-bone, _—_ not only difables,. but ex- 
treamly pai 

y-s not Qnnan to hear menlament, that 
their Eſtates are;broken by others debrs, or 
which they neverdideat or drink ; and that 
it ſhovld not ſo much have troubled then, 
had-it been their own The ſenſe and re 
membrance of 'their folly adds:to their mt- 
ſery. Thus they. think of themſelves. Be- 
ſides which, the Holy Ghoſt ſhews, how. 0- 
thers. ought to. think of them; namely, 
That they are people mo ways to be truſted. 


:Take his garmewuts: that is ſurety for a ſtranger, 
-amd\take a pledg-of \ bim for a ſtrange womany 


Proj 20. is. 'Fbeſame words are repeated, 
chi27. 12. Notiasan overſight of the Pen-. 


man, but asa thing well to be remembred, 


Fhe meaning is, they that are given to' Sure- 
ty{ſbip; -and Wheredom , are no' more to. be 
truſted rhan the wretched Gawefters, who to 
day-are-fui} of Caſh, and to morrow- Bank- 
rupt ; ſo - uncertain are theip- eſtates, that 


'they-cannot be valued, and they may ſoon 


pndo themſelves, and others with them. 
{1g:- Cuſtom; in theſe follies renders them 
warke, 'There are ſome wary men, that at 


'a certain time may-be cavght ; but there are 
others, who make a common practice of it, 
ie, being one of theſe the Scripture.cautions, 


Proy. 


24 Debts diſcharge, | 
Prov- 2/2+26,27. Be not» thaw" one 'of the" 
that ftrike honds,. or of -them-t hat are [urett®s 
for debts. If thou haſt nothing to pay, wh) 
ſhoald the take away thy bed from under thee? | 
What reaſon havemen to run ſuch hazzards | 
as notto have a bed left. tolye upon? 1. 1»; | 
And thus much of the careleſs debtor ſo. far | 
as concerns himſelf: But here ſomething 
may properly be added concerning the ,Cre- 
ditors of ſuch Debtors. Know therefore, if þ 
their debt be their fin, men had need take 
care haw they. become partakers thereof. 
Lay hands ( ſays the Apoſtle ) ſuddenly on no 
man, neither be thou partaker of other mens ſins. 
Keep thy ſelf pure, 1 Tim. 5, 22. He cautions 
Temnthy of partiality and raſhneſs in ordajn- 
ingmento the Miniſtry ; they perhaps un- 
furniſhed with due qualifications, . thruſt 
themſelves forward, and unwarrantably de- 
fire tobe admittedinto the ſacred office ; this 
preſumption is their ſin. ; but take thou heed 
that by-ithy allowance , and concurrence, 
thou draw not- ſome of the.guilt ypon thy 
felf. So-may 1 ſay in the preſent caſe : Lend 
not, give.not credit, receive not into. Bonds, 
raſhly and inconſiderately-, one, who ,may 
inconfidepately deſire, or raſhly yield to, be 
a debtor ;/ teſt thou partake. un his. ſin, and 
contribute thy hel ping band to hispuin; keep 
thy telf pure in this reſpect; bdve nothing 


£0 
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fodo in this matter: As Feremiab was nei- 
therkender nor\borrower in oppreſſive ufury, 
ſo be thon neither lender nor borrower m 
fooliſh-and careleſs debc. Fe that pars bis bot- 
Het his neighbours mouth, is ao of his 
drunkenneſs; woe «nto h:m,faith the Prophet, 
Hab. 2 15. He that giveth to an 4dle Begger 
nouriſheth the idleneſs more than the man ; 
ſo he thar lends-to a careleſs prodigal chetiſh- 
eth his prodigality more than him. If you 
po ſword intoa madmans hand, he may 

!1 himſelf, bur his blood will be required 
ar your hands who gave him the opportu- 
nity. Oremember you are. your brothers 
keeper,as to his Eſtate, as well as his life. 1 
have heard it ſaid' concerning ſome perfons, 
That they deferved hanging for lending'mo- 
ney, becauſe of! the pablick damagethatac+ 
crued thereby ; whether theſe ſevere Judges 
were out in their politicks, or-in their: infop« 
mations,we need not now farther enquire; 
however thus far in the. general Fam of their 
mirids, That a lender may divers ways be-ac- 
ceflary to all the miſchiefs that follow there- 
wpon ; nor will the importunity' of the. bory 
rower, nor the love, kindnefs, and reſpe&ts 
pretended by the lender, folre the matter: 
Bur if the loan or credit given, be with defign 
roferve ones own turn , "tis an-egregious 
Cheat, the bubling of 2 cully, and nctorioug 

vil- 
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Villany covered over With curteſie. | 
. I have the rather enlarged on this ſubjet, | 
becauſe the lenders have commonly more of | 
their heads about them, thaa the witleſs boys | 
rowers, and therefore are more obliged to' 
think what they do: Which if men would | 
conſcientiouſly conſider, it might ſtop the ! 
gap on that ſide of che hedg, and prevent'a ! 
great deal of miſchieſ that comes by careleſs | 
borrowing... _ | | 
2. Another ſinful debtor is the treacherous | 
debtor, who contra ts debts with deſign t6 
make his own advantaye of others loſs, or , 
extream hazzard.. Such are the penriler ſort | 
of beggars, Who being too proud or aſhamed | 
toask an alms, call jt borrowing of what | 
they never. intend to pay-: This if ir be 
known or ſuppoſed by the Tender, may pats 
with him only as a proud beggary, ang accond- 
ingly repayment is not expetted by hint, 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


But-worſe is that of ſome Gentlemen, who 
having their Efates entailed, do draw in, 'or 
awe incheir tenants or inferior. peighbours, 
tolend, or be bound for them in ſuch ſiims 
as their annual income tor life, compared 
with the rate of their expences, is never like 
to. ſatisfie. Such alſo are fon? traders, who 
drive the.x,trades only or ciicfly upon Cre- 
dit, withayt.a rrue diſcovery of their cor 
ditions. ta the Creditor, that ſo if he lend or || 
; OS; plans croft, 
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teuſt, he may do it out of frjendſhip, and nor 
a miſtake: This tho it end not alwaysin a 
lols, .yet is always a great hazzard ro the re- 
ul owner, wichout his conſent” "Worſe a- 
in.than theſe are they who contralt as 
many debts as they can, with deſign to break 
and. rompound, or run away . Of the fame 
rank are thoſe that embezzle what they are 
entruſted with ; or ſuch as take to their own 
uſe. whatever. they can lay hand of, and 
then pretend borrowing, when they arediſ- 
covered. 
. All theſe may be truly accounted thieves 
and r«b5ers, rather than debtors, altho pers 
hapsciyil laws take not hold of them asfuch ; 
far *tis getting polleſſion of anothers goods 
without the knowing conſent of the grne ow- 
ner; and this is no other than theft in the 
Court of Conſcience , tho- the Courts of 
Judicature, may. call it only a cheat, Burif 
men have no conſcience to be awakened by 
theſe conſiderations, let them. think of one 
Motive from their worldly intereſt, and 
that i*, That they that defraud others, may 
Expect ſome time or other to be defrauded 
themſelves : for if you have not been faithful 
in that which is an other mans, who ſhall groe 
yeuthat which is your own ?'Luke 16.12. 
3- Another ſinful Debtor is tlie praud bor= 
r9wer, Who would ſeem to be' richer than he 
| is, 
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ts, only'to Jive high, and make a buſtle in the: 
world. Such ſeorn their own condition, where- | 


In Gods Providence has put them, and are di(- 
content with him for his allowance, Bat 


this wicked pompous way of living, by: the | 


juſt judgment of God , and the righteous 


ſentence of humane laws, commonly (even | 
in this world ) ends in miſery ; when the » | 
rufflerin his yourh, ſhall in,or before his age, | 


lye and rot ina Goal,and his bones ( as *tis 
called ) make dice to the diſgrace of his 
name and memory. 

4. The laſt T ſhall at preſent mention is 
the preſumptuous, and coverous borrower :' 1 
pur them both together, | becauſe they are 


uſually conjoined : "Theſe are ſuch as have” 


ſtronges fancies than judgments: Vetement 
inclinations without dne conſideration of 
poſſible & not altogether improbable events. 


Theſe withour ſufficient reaſon promiſe to 


themſelves mountains of advantage ,, and 
therefore ſtretch their credits to the utmoſt to 
ſatisfhe their rapacious "deſire , or gratitie 
their humour. Such are the high adventu- 
rers either in trade or game, far above what 
their ſtock will þear in caſe of a diſappoint- 
ment. 

Theſe do highly tempt and provoke God; 
and it is very uſual in his holy Providence to 


croſs ſuch confidences, and 'b/aſt their great 
pro- 


wed welh, 


Owe nothing to any than. 29 
projects and deſigns; and to make them ſee 
( tho oftentimes too late ) their egregious 
folly, their folly at leaſt (it there be no 
knavery in the bottom ) -in their a/covering 
and all-lcſing. 


Now all theſe kinds of debt ( careleſs, trea- 
cherous , proud, preſumptuous, and covetous ) 
are /in,and the cauſe of fin. 

I. Sin, either as they tempt God,or wrong 
men, when there is not care or intention to 
pay- The wicked borroweth and payeth not a= 
gain Pl.37.21.TheProvidence of God indeed, 
does by loſſes extraordinary, ſometimes diſ- 
able an honeſt man; but then he always 
wills and endeavours; and if after enabled, 
does actually make full ſatisfaction. 

2.; The cauſe of ſin; for debts are often 
the occaſion of /yimg, 5vaſting, breach of pro- 
miſe, &c. And ſometimes grievous oppreſ- 
ſion of theggoor z, the tears of Widows and 
Orphans that have been wronged, will riſe 
upin judgment againſt ſome of thoſe deb- 
tors. 

And thus much for the fin of debt, for 
which it ſhould be conſcientiouſly avoided. 

2. The ſorrow of debt is another evil for 
which we ſhould ftudiouſly avoid it, and 
carefully endeavour to oe nothing to any 
man. 'T he orrowis commonly on the- ac- 
count 


30 Debts diſcharge: or, 
count of diſgrace and diſturbance. 6 


1. Diſgrace : *Tis a baſe thing to be a 
needleſs debtor: Sometimes it is a kind of 


theft (as is before noted) and this is a fin | 
that carries ſhame along with it. The thief is 
aſbamed when be is found, Jer. 2.26. So are 


ſuch debtors when their broken condition is 
diſcovered 

Sometimes if it be not thefr, borrowing 
is a beggary, which is alſo ſhameful to an 
ingenuous mind. *Tis but begging the 
profits of the loan art leaſt; and if they intend 
not to pay, *tis begging the loan it (elf. Ma- 
ny. ſuch gentlemen-beggers there are, and 
ſome of them are impudent; but tho they 


put-off modeſty, they cannot long keep off | 


ſhame; when men ſhall baulk and be as ſhy 
of them, as themſelves are of their Credt- 
tors. 
Beſides, there are many odious and infa- 
mous vices, that bring men to an indigent 
and borrowing condition ; unfaithfulneſs 
may forfeit a gainful cruſt - idleneſs may 
waſtea fair eſtate; and profuſe prodigality, 
Riot, Whoredome, Gaming. &c. may ſoon 
abſorp and devour great Revenues. Now 
when men by theſe or ſuch like crimes do 
come to want and borrow ; their former 
wickedneſs more than their preſent want _ 
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be taken notice.of,. and -pointed at by the 
moſt : See ( ſay they ) this man, that was 
ancein a proſperous condition, and ſo might 
ſtillhave continued, had he been wiſe or ho- 
neſt ; ſee what his ungodly . courſes have 
brought him to. On this account ( [| con- 
ceive- ) were. thoſe Words of the unjuſt 
ſteward, Luke 16. 3. I cannot dig, tobeg I am + 
aſhamed. I cannot dig,as not uſed to hard la- 
bout; to beg, aſhamed, leſt men ſhould up- 
braid me with my former ſtate, and ſcorn 
and laugh at my folly. This kind of Pover- 
thi of all others ) is that which verifies 
the ſaying of the Poet, | 


{/— Nl habet paupertas Durius in ſe, 
| Quam, quod ridiculos Homies faciat — © 


1,24 Diſturbance of mind and great incuty- 
brance of thoughts, how to ſave repute,and 
diſcharge obligation ; It is ſo- uſually in all 
men, for that debt. hath in men the reſem- 
blance of guilc ; the guilty conſcience. ( for 
inſtance of a murderer ) dogs and baunts: 
him'wherever he. goes, is always aftaid of 
vengeance, Every one that finds mes ſhell [lay 
me (ſays Cain, ) Gen. 4. 14 preſents to 
his imagination, frightful ſpecters, and .eve-, 

man be meets as. an avenger- of blood, 


ery much like this are the debtarsthoughts 
C em- 
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Embroil'd ; he fancies every one that knocks 
ar door a Creditor ; every ſtranger he meets 
a bailiff; and if his cloak hitch accidentally 


in a Tenter-hook, he preſently . is ready to | 


cry olt ( as the ſtory goes) At whoſe ſuit ? 


Yea ſin and debt are fo near a kin, that the | 


Holy Ghoſt ( according to the Syr;an Idio- 


 fiſm)) expreſſes one by the other, Matth. 6. | 


12. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive cur 
debtors, Which Luke records thus, ch, 11. 4. 
Forgive us our ſins, for we alſo forgive every 


one that is indebted to us. Thus in expreſs| 


words finis called debr: Sometimes in Pa- 
rables, as that Matth. 18. 24 &c: Where 
God is ſet forth as a great King, calling his 
Servants to account ; the great ſinner as one 
that ought him ten thouſand talents, the de- 
ſert of ſin, by being bound and ſold, v. 25: 
Repentance, by falling down, worſhipping and 


ptayer, v. 26. Pardon, by lo-/img and forgi-| 


wing him the debt, v. 26. Thus it is to the 
generality of men a trouble like the conſci- 
efice guilry of fin, But more eſpecially is 
it grievous and perplexing to ingenuors per- 
ſons who have any honeſty and modeſty in 
them'; they are vexed and aſhamed to think 
thar'they ſhould live to any others hindrance 
or damage ; but whether it trouble them or 
no, *tisa lamentable caſe, and to be debtors 
is uſed in Scripture asan expreſſion of a mi- 

ſerable 
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ſerable and diſtreſſed condition ; thus Davids 
* poor followers are ſet forth as a fort of out- 

aw'd perſons, 1 Sam. 22, 2. Every one that 
was in diſtreſs, and every one that was in debt. 

They are (not ſu; juris ) ſcarce Freemen : 

The borrower is ſervant to the lender, Prov. 

22. 7. Tobe ſervant is not eligible Eſtate ; 

But ſays the Apoſtle, If thou mayeſt be made 
free, uſe it rather, 1 Cor. 7, 21. Add to this, 

chat the Bleſſing and the Carſe are {et forth 

( as by other oppoſites, ſo ) by lending and 

borrowing ; the Bleſling, Thou ſhalt lend to 

many nations, and thou ſhalt not borrow, Deut. 

15.6. and chap. 28. 12. Whereas the curſe 

is, He ſhall lend tothee, and thou ſhalt not lend 

to him ; he ſhall he the head, and thou ſhalt be 
the tail, Ch. 28.. 44. Who is this He? Why 

'tis the ranger that is within thee, v.43. 
Who ſhall get abowe thee wery high, and thou 
ſhalt come down very low. Seeallo the poor 

Womans complaint , a poor Widow of a 

godly Miniſter, 2 Kings 4» 1. A woman of 
the wives of the Sczs of the Prophets cried to 

Eliſha, ſaying, Thy ſervant my husband is dead, 

and thou knowett that thy ſervant did fear the 

Lord ; and the creditor 1s come to take unto 
him my two ſons to be bondmen. A lamentable 

caſe, unto which God ſees fit ſometimes to 
leahe. lis people: Such another gomplaint 

we haye of the poor Fews, Neb. 5. 1. &c. 

2 There 


- 
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There was a great cry of the people, and of their 
wives. What's the matter ? Alas, they were 
in debt; they were fain to borrow, to take 
up corn( on ſcore) that they might live, their 
families were ſo great, and their means ſo 
ſmall ; we, our ſons and our daughters are ma- 
ny, V 2. And for this to mortgage their 
Lands and Vineyards, v. 3. Yea, ſome bor- 
rowed mony to pay the Kings Tribute, and that 
upon their lands and wineyards, v. 4- Yea, 
more than that, They hereby brought theiv 
ſons and daughters into bondage, nor was it m 
their ome to redeem them, V. 5. 

What we here read is Scripture, 'tis no 
'more than is confirmed by daily experience ; 
and thoſe that have lainunder the burden ot 
debts do know, that this diſcourſe is not a 
bare fancy, or rhetorical harrangue. 

And thus I have endeavoured to' ſhew, 
in what ſenſe, and for what reaſons the Apo- 
{tle adviſes, or rather commands in thename 
of Chriſt, to ove norhing to any man. He 'ad- 
wijes that no man ſhould in diſcretion, and 
command; that no man ſhould in duty run 
himſelf into thoſe' perplexities, or continue 
under thoſe troubles which by Gods Pro- 
vidence and mans Prudence, may ordinarily 
be avoided. | = 

*Tis nat to be doubted, but moſt men are 
of opinion, *Zzs better to be ont of debt _— | 

_ C6 ze 


| 
, 
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lhe groaning under it. Al] the Queſtion is, 
How ſhall this be accompliſhed ? 

I ſhall offer a little Advice; firſt, to thoſe 
that are in debt, and then to thoſe that are 


out of it. 


1. Thoſe that are in debt ſhould endea- 
your with the firſt opportunity to get out of 
It, and pay what you owe. Go, ſell rhe oil and 
pay thy debt, in that, 2 Kings 4. 7. If you 
have wherewithal to diſcharge the debt, be 
juſtand doit; and cuntrive forthwith how 
with the beſt convenience : Satisfie not your 
ſelf with Wiſhes, Deſires, and Hopes, that 
you ſhall one day be out of debt, but ſee 
what at prefent you can do towards it. If 
you have real, or perſonal eſtate, /e// it, or 
ſertleit:ſo as (a humble neceſſary livelyhood 
deducted ) ſomething conſiderable may go 
towards fatisfaCtion of your Cteditors, aud 
(aslies in your power ) to make amends for 
all their damages; the equity is the ſame 
with that Exod. 22. 14. If a man borrow 
ought of his neighbour, and it be hurt = 
he ſhall ſurely make it good. If damage comes, 
the borrawer is to bear it; for if it be 
through your default, or the Providence of. 
God beagainſt you, why ſhould another 
ſuffer for it? You muſt if you will be juſt” 
and at eaſe, retrench your expgnces, lower 

C 2 your 
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your top-fail ; tuck up your affairs cloſer a- 
bout you ; and be content not to make ſo 
much ſhew in the world. I know ( durum 
eſt deſcendere ) *tis 12rd to come down ; but 
the difficulty is not inſuperable : 1f your 
- heartbe+( asit onght ) honeſt and hnmble, 
and compliant with the humbling circum- ! 
 ftances you are under; you will ſay with | 

him ( in Plutarchs Morals ) carebo domo, ca- 
rebo mc ne debeam. File be without 
houſe, or ſervant, that I may be free of 
debt. And( as he goes on ) Parmide facit, 
ac ſi Hydropicus, dicat medico z Ego gracilis fi- 
am ac Inanis ; nam nihil refert, quam gracilis 
ſim, modo ſanus, As an Hydropic man fays | 
to his Phyſician, Let me be made lean and 
fender, no matter how ſlender,ſo I be ſound. 
Reaſly Friends, lt is far more eligible to live 
in a low and free condition, than to make a 
yain oftentation in the world, with inward 
gripes and twinges, ariſing from diſhoneſty | 
or debt. ' Diſhoneſty will ſting Conſcience, 
unleſs men by Divine Judgment are hardned | 
to deſtruftion ; and (it there be nothing of 
that inthe caſe ) yetthe debt it ſelf breeds 
ſo many anxious and diſturbing thoughts to 
a conſidering mind, thar he can have ſmall 
comfort in what he does poſlefs, or uſe, fo 
long a8debt, inany ſenſe ( yea, tho it-be but 
the wſurious contraF ) lies upon him.” © © | 
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Experto credas,, Thirty Years and more 
I folly knew what *rwas to be on SCore. 


But if you preſently cannot make any 
kind of fatisfaftion ; humble your ſelf both 
ro God and man ; beg of God pardon.of fin 
that bring s you into calamity,and beg of man 
' areaſonable forbearance, His fellow ſervant 
' , fell down at his feet, and beſought him ſaying, 
have patience, and Iwill pay thee all, Matth. 
18, 2y. And withall apply your ſelf tromore 
than ordinary induſtyy , or willingly ſerve 
your Creditor to give him ſatisfaction. Pay 
what you can, and as faſt as you can; and it 
you cannot as you would, both God, and 
good men, will accept that will for the deed. 
To ſuch the pledg muſt be reftored ; and 'tis 
the charaCter of a good man ſo to do, Ez: 
18.7. Remiſſion of debts has been to men 
ſometimes a duty , and if ever, ſurely *tis 
towards ſuch ingenuous debtors The uſe 
be ſure in ſuch caſes is forbidden, Lev. 26. 
25» CC If thy brother be waxen poor, and 
fallen in decay with thee take thouno 
uſury of him, nor increaſe ; but fear thy God, 
that thy brother may live with thee. And 
ſametimes alſo the Principal muſt be parted 
with. When Nehemiah —y fog the poop 
Jews in this reſpeC&t, their Creditors held 
rbeir peace and found nothing to anſwer , Neb, 

| C 4 5-Y. 
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5- 8. He would have them reſtore their ſe- 
Curities, Keſtore I pray you to them, even this 
day ( forthwith ) their lands, vineyards, 0+ 
Irveyards, and houſes, which have been 
mortgaged to you: ThisI take to be the re- 
miſſion of their Principal, Alſo the hundredth 
part of the money, corn, wine, and oil, that ye 
exatt of them, v. 11. This is alſo the intereſt 
(the monthly Intereſt, as ſome think ) which 
had been taken of them in their: diſtreſſed 
condition, - to be -paid back again ; or ( as 
fome will have it ) what was required as a 
' Tax for the Governours of Provinces: Be 
it oneor other, it was in ſtrictneſs a debt, 
which was now to be remitted. Then ſaid 


they, we will reſtore them, and will require no- 


thing of them, v. 12: To give Or forgive to 
Gods poor, is to lend to the Lord, Prov. 19. 
27. Who will become a ſurer, and a better 
Pay-maſter. And this may be as truly called 
the Lords Releaſe, as that judicial one, in 
Deur. 15. 2. ws | | 

This our advice to debtors, does not on- 
ly concern thoſe debtors that areſo by their 
own a&ual borriwing ; but others alſo who 
are very loath to come under the rule ; 
Such are Suretzzs, the Heirs of Debtors and 
Corporations. | | io 


7. Suretics, who are generafly loath to 


pay 
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pay other mens debts : They that are frank 
and forward enough 'to be obliged, are 
backward enough when it comes to 'bear : 

But conſider, You have made the debt 
your own, and. you mult ſee it paid with 
the ſame conſcience, as if your ſelf had been 
the borrower; for elſethe lender may be a 
loſer through: your default : Therefore Give 
not ſleep to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eye- 
lids, till thou haft made ſure of thy friend, in 
that Pro. 6. 4. Prevail with him if poflible 
to diſcharge the obligation ; and rather help 


him with a part, thanJye under the incum- _ . 


brance of the who!e. 
2. Heirs or Executors ofDebtors, are (as 
to this affair ) of . two ſorts, 


1. Such as have Eſtates left them encam- 
bred with manifeſt and acknowledged debt. 
Thoſe ſhould not ſhift off matters with 
ſhort inventories or other unrighteous devi- 
ces 3 nor ſo much as dream of a fair Eſtare, 
by looking on the ſum total of what 1s left; 
but account on nothing more than what is 
free: The whole ſhould be honeſtly divided 
between himfelf and the Creditors; tro whom 
their ſhares do as truly belong, as what is 
left for himſelf ; and therefore ſhould- be af- 
ſigned and ſet out to them, with the firſt con- 
yenience. - 

2. Such 
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_ .- 2: Such as ſucceed in Eſtates by entail, | 
who thereby account themſelves free, and 
reckon ( contrary to the old, and true fay- 
ing, before mentioned, and never too often 
to be remembred, Right never rots) that the 
debt'died, and was extinguiſhed with the 
Anceſtor. 'Thus perhaps the Lawyer will 
eell them, according to the Municipal Laws | 
of a Land ; but the Divine in. point of con- | 
* ſcience has ſomewhat more to ſay, accord- 
ing to the Law of God; which reaches not 
_ to perſons, but in many caſes to families 
ay þ oſterities. 

The Children of 1/7ae] had a charge not 
to meddle with the Poſfterity of Eſau; becauſe 
T have given Mount Seir to Eſau for a poſſeſſion, 
Deut. 2. 5. Diftreſs not the Mtabites, v. 9. 
Not the Amonites, v. 19. Becauſe I have gi 
wen it unto the Children of Lot for a poſſeſhon, 
It was not the preſent Edomites, Moebites, 
or Amonites, that they were to have, reſpect 
unto, ſo much as Gods Covenant Bleſſing on 
their Anceſtors many Ages before. So in 
the matter of the Gzheonites, foſhua and the 
T/raelites made a Covenant with them,not on- 
ly with thoſe perſons that came with a de- 
ceiful ſhow of a far Country , but their. po. 
fterity, Foſh. 9; The breach of this was a. 
venged 430 years after in the days of Da« 
id, 2. SAM. 2.1. 1. There was a famine in the 
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' days of David three years and the Lord 
| anſwered, It is for Saul and his bloody houſe, be- 
cauſe he flew the Gibeonites, The bloody 
houſe of Saul, ſlew the covenanted houſe ' of 
Gibeon. | | | 

Now to apply this to the preſent purpoſe; 
Altho we' have not now ſuch Divine Entails 
of Lands, or places of abode , ſo expreſs 
upon particular Families as formerly z yet 
under the Goſpel, Godlineſs has alſo the pro- 
miſes of this life , and believers children are 
under the merciful Covenant : And there- 
fore I am apt to think, 'That a Godly Ance- 
ſtor, tho he cannot convey Grace to his Po- 
ſterity ; yet in his Time and Generation by 
his aCtual Faith,he obtains a þbleſling for them, 
To how many Generations this Bleſlin 
ſhall extend, I know not ; but of this I am 
ſure, the Edomites for whom God now took 
care, were near 600 Years, from Iſaac theig 
laſt known Godly Predeceſſor ; which I thus 
compute ; Facob who was born with Eſa, 
lived 147 Years; after Facobs death Iſrael 
was in Egypt 400 Year; tothis add the 40 
* Years in the Wilderneſs, before this charge 
concerning the Edomites ;, the ſum is 587 
Years: And the Meabites and Ammonites 
were a,Generation farther off from” Lot. 
The promiſes of "Temporal Bleſſings are re- 
corded in theſe Scriptures ; The generation 
NT E ; ' | | of 
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of ths upright ſhall be bleſſed, wealth and riches 
ſhall be in his houſe. Plal. 112. 2, 3. The juſt 
man walketh in his inteprity ; bis children 
ave bleſſed after him, Pro. 20.7. And divers 
more of the ſame import : From which I 
" am apt to infer, thar (tho Dominion and 
Propriety as to men, are not founded in 
Grace ; yet) ſome Families are under Gods 
ſpecial, Providenrial care, even as to things 
of this life, on the account of the Covepgnt 
ef Grace, cloſed with by ſome one, or more 
of their Godly Anceſtors. 
- Nowif it come into competition, whether 
thy Family ſhall be upheld by - vertue of 
thy Anceſtors Entail; or this Family by ver- 
rue of the Covenant Bleſſing ; and if thou 
invade their Propriety, and ſnatch the Stones 
ont of their houſe ro repair the breaches of 
thine own; I believe God will otherwiſe 
provide for them in a competency ; when 
ou for oppreſſing the poor , aud cruſhing the 
no 0 a taken Heel with Far). and 
your poſterity with fiſh-bhooks, AMOS 4. 1, 2+ 
But be they thas in Covenant with God: 
or not; the Divine will tarther tell you ; 
that1i” forfear, or through flattery, or by 
concealment of the Entail, or by any other 
mdire& courſe, a Debt or Suretyfhip 1s con- 
tracted to another Families hurt or hazzard ; 
the caſe palles from per/crs ro families, ehe- 
| veuy 
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Ciafly where for the Families [ake the Payment 
is denied ;, and the children of the other 
Family to many Generations, will by their 
complaints through indigence ſtir up a righ- 
teous Judg to avenge their injury : What 
you thus keep back by fraud, crieth, and the 
cries'of the opprefled w2!] enter into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth; James 5. 4. A curſe 
will be entailed by God, that will hold ſtron- 
ger-than mans entails; that will more ſurely 
deſtroy Families, than theſe will preſerve: 
See at large the enrſe of thoſe that requite 
evil for good a cheating trick for helping at 
a need ) and ſhewing no mercy, Pal. 109. 
from 5. to 17. Ixnow-this will ſeem harſh. 
Doctrine to ſome Heirs, who have gotten 
the poſſeſſion of their:Revenues ;.and many 
excuſes they will make for the holding faſt 
what they have.gotten into their hands. 

Oh ſays one, lam my Grandfathers heir, 
"and not my Fathers : But how come the 
Title to you from your Grandfather, bur 
through the loins of your Father ? 

_ Yeagbut men need not haw? truſted my F:- 
ther, ſeeing the Eſtate was entailed, which 
they might well think, tho they never ſawir. 
It may be ſo; and if any knowing it, would 
chaſe to run the riſque, they may blame 
themſelves; And yet there might be covert 
enough to conceal a fraud { Did the Credi- 
cor 
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tor for 100. /. know how many Hundreds | 
or Thouſands, your Father owed to other 
men ? If not, he might innocently think, 
that ſo conſiderable a Revenue might eaſily 
pay ſo ſmall a debtas this, and charitably 
think too, that your Auceſtor would honeſt. 
ly do it, and not leave it. unſatisfied, till by 
death the entail ſhould bccome of force : 
Perhaps he little thought, chac your Fathers 
takirig the Bench, ſhould make him drop be- 
tween the ſtools. No, no, until there be a| 
publick Regiſtry. of all Debts, Mortgages 
arid Entails, ( a thing to be wiſhed for, ra- 
ther than hoped ) this plea will not in Con: 
ſcience ſatisfie the caſe. | 

O but '( ſays another ) if I ſhould fatisfie 
all my Fathers Creditors, 1 ſhould have no- 
thing left for my ſelf : So ſaid the Fay, if e- 
very Bird claim his Feather 3 I ſhall be left 
naked : Beit ſo; andthen your caſe is as 0- 
ther poor mens Childrenare ; lower yout 
topfail, and apply your ſelf ( as they do) to 
induſtry for a livelyhood. 

But Iam higher bred. Iptay conſider at 
whoſe charges ? 

_ *Twas not (it ſeems) your Fathets mo- 
ney, but other mens in his hand, that thus 
ſet you forth. 

But ( yet again ) why ſhould I /»fer fot], 
. my Fathers folly © | Byl 
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By as much Reaſon as you ſhould flonriſh 
by your Grandfather, or great-Grandfathers 
Wiſdom: And by much bettet reafon, than 
that the Creditors Children ſhould fuffer 
for indiſcretions or prodigalities of thoſe 
who to them are nothing of kin. 

Come, come ; do not overwean z all other 
Families were not made to fupport yours ; 
they have as direct a line, and as Iarge a Pe- 
digree to Adamand Noah as yours: blow | 
off the froth of airy titles ; and then if there 
beno liquor in the bottom, none you can 
have ; poſſeſſion is no' point of Law in the 
Court of Conſcience : And therefore, as ere 
you hope to have Gods bleſſing npon your 
Perſon, Eſtate and Poſterity ; or as you 
think this bleſſing any thing worth the ha- 
ving , be juſt: Conſider all circumfFances of 
equity ;' And to your utmoſt give all men 
due ſatisfaction. 

Families ( you ſee before) as well as per- 
ſons ( and the ſame may be faid of Cities 
or other publick fi/ques) may be the ſubjects 
of ſin, and'the objects of the curſe : and in- 
deed as to all, rhat rule holds, Non tollitur 
peccatum, niſi reſtituatur oblatum: Na true 
repentance or pardon, Wirhout reititution : 
And therefore, 

P 3. Corporations are herein alſo concern- 
ed, 
v0me 
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Some, pethaps, may doubt, how bod:es po- 
litick, that (properly, and -as ſuch ) have. 
no ſouls,can be ſubjects of ſin, and objects of 
puniſhment : But ler ſuch conſider, That 
thothe. polity has no _ſoul.or conſcience, yet 
the perfons that manage it, have, and 'in 
them.may be ſin; ſo have the perſons that 
are.concerned in its welfare and to them may, 
be puniſhment. | 

. As for. ſuch bodies, Lam fully of the mind 


of-a Reverend Divine of this Church, .in a. | 


Sermqn upon i Thel. 14. 6. That no mango 
beyond.or. defrand. his brother in any matter, 


becauſe that the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch, 
(preached before. the - Magiſtracy of our; 
great City, and after printed). That all un-.. 


righteonſneſs of bodies politick will be aC- 
counted for in this world; for that in the 0+ 
ther world, there wifl be none ſuch to be 
judged : So that the injuſtice of Magiſtrates 
in their publick adminiſtrations to which 
the- people are ſuppoſed to concur, does .nor 
only contraC} perſonal guilr, but. alſo a guilt 
and puniſhment upon the. community : [Thus 
all 1uae! ſuffered for Sauls deſtroying the G:- 
beonites, Whica ( *tis ſaid;) he ſought in. his 
zeal to the , children of Iſrael and Fudah, 
2 Sam. 21. 2. beſides what account Saul 
gave of it in his particular judgment : And 

tis obſeryable, this affliction was in Davids 


days, [: 
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days, after that Sau! was dead : Whence we 
may learn, that the iniquity ſtuck to them 
for whoſe ſake it was done : And that ſooner 
or later, be ſure judgment will awake, 
where ſin is unrepented of , and unpardo- 
ned : Eſpecially may this be expected when 
the cries of mournfal Widows, Orphans , 
and other diſtreſſed perſons, who want what 
is unjuſtly taken or detaiged from them, 
ſhall aſcend and ſound loud in the ears of the 
Almighty : And then ſhall not the judg of all 
the earth do right ? The Holy-Spirit directs 
Solomon to tell us, that he will, Eccleſ. 2. 
16, 17. 1 ſaw under the Sun, the place of judg- 
ment, that wickedneſs was there, and the place 
of righteouſneſs that iniquity was there: I ſaid in 
heart, God ſhall judg the righteous and the wick- 
ed , and there 1s a time there for every purpoſe, 
and for every work. There, even under the 
Sun, Where the wickedneſs is committed ; a 
time, as well as an eternity, wherein God 
will glorifie his Juſtice : 1 could give many 


* Other Inſtances of this nature, but let this 
' ſuffice for the preſent. 


And thus much for thoſe that are in debr, - 


or ſtand obliged in Conſcience to make ſa- 


tisfaCtion : Let them do it forthwith to the 
utmoſt, and willingly owe nothing to any 

man: | 
2, To thoſe that are out of debt, this 
D SCrip« 
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Scriprure and the Explication Prev ſpeaks 
alond ta warn .them, that by all honeſt 
means, and what in them lies, they endea- 
vour to. keep themſelves ſtill free thereof: 
If indeed Godby his Holy and Wiſe Provi- 
dence brings you low, and that without a- 
ny manifeſt fault or folly of your own: aſl 
menare bound to pity and aſliſt you ; as 
if a man be dropt overboard, the next man 
muſt heave out a halter, and every hand 
muſt help to draw himin; and in reference 
to God, you your ſelf ſhould humbly ſubmit, 
couch uader the burden, and with Holy 
7ob, bleſs his Holy name. 

But if it falls within the verge of humane 
prudence to prevent ; ſet to your utmoſt en : 
deavours ; *tis.your duty and wiſdom fo to 
do. 

And this 1 conceive (in an ordinary way) 
may be done ( after humble ſupplications 
tothe Almighty for pardon and peace, in and 


through Chriſt Jeſus.) by a ſerious endea- |. - 


Your to mortifie ſome particular unruly] lutts 
which commonly do impoveriſh anJ 'em- 
broil ; and then. to- practice their contrary | 
Graces: Suc1 ſpecial Iuſts are ſodomiticat |. 
ſins, exceſſive Covetouſneſs , and vain Confi 
dence. 


'1. The Sodornitical ſins, are pride, uenſs 
and 
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and fulneſs of bread; which will .of them- 
ſelves deſtroy us, tho God withhold "bis fire 
from Heaven, or any immediate ſeverity 
towards Us. - 
iv.,;d- Pride isa Prodigal and ſpending luſt; 
It, many ways ſhews it ſelf, as in Houſes, 
+ Habits, Entertainments, Retinues , coſtly 
Houſes, and Coaches, &c. above ones ſtate 
or condition : Alſo in expenſive Recreatidns, 
; high wagering and; gaming , keeping high 
company, who are much above our quality: 
_Thus-the Toad ſwells before the Oxe till he 
.cþurſt.: Alſo the paoud Prodigal in his hu- 
mour is monſtrous large and profuſe in his 
vifts, that he may ſeem bountiful as well as 
able, without any reſpect to reaſon ; and this - 
not to any fit objefts of charity 3 but com- 
monly, and eſpecially to idle Paraſites,and 
Hangbys, that blow up his empty ſwelling 
felf-conceit. 

Now to maintain this impertinence and 


_ ., folly, they find themſelves ofren' pbliged to 


| keep up their port and ſtate by borrowing, 

 mortgaging , and ſometimes intangling o- 

_thers by ſureryſhip , until the debts at long 

© Tun, do ( like a heavy load ) at laſt fall up- 
on them, and quite break their backs: But 
even then their pride .and vanity cannot 
leave them; for ſuch a one ſtill retaining 
the bragging humour when there is nothing 
D z Elſe 
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elfe lefr to work'on, will boaſt even in a Goal 
whay he has formerly been, what the wor- 
ſhip of his Family, whar his worthy Ance- 
ſtors, before they left their Eſtate3 tobe ſpent 
by a fool. 

Thus acts the proud, foppiſh, and ſelf-un- 
doing Prodigal. 


Whereas on the contrary, the humble 


Chriſtian, prudently conſiders his own cir- 


cumſtances, lives within his compaſs; ſets 


up nomore fail than his hull will ſafely bear ; 
regards not the contumely of thoſe imperti- 
nents, who account him covetous on no 0- 
ther ground,*than that he likes not, nor imi- 
tates their extravagance. He indeed expends 
and gives only upon juſt occaſions, and that 
in due meaſure ;'yet he thereby does a 
great deal of real good while he lives, and 
commonly at death leaves his Eſtate rather 
improved, than impaired. 

2. Idleneſs neither gets any . thing, nor 
ſaves what is gotten to- his hand : Throwgh 
zdleneſs of the hand, the houſe droppeth pros i 
Ecclef. 10. 18. And he becometh poor that 
dealeth with a ſlack -hand, Prov. 1 0. 4. Idle- 


neſs begets penury , and that ſoon begets 


debt : It would of it ſelf eat out an Eſtate, 
if it did not ( as it commonly does ) expoſe 
- en to. multitude of temptations and luſts 
which are expenſive : This ruinous —_ 

| ews 
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ſhews it ſelf divers ways; as, either, in a 
lazy temper of the mind, loath to conſider 
or take any care; whether in Youth to get 
$kill in an honeſt uſeful and profitable calling 
or after, to keep good accounts, to conrive 
and look after buſineſs ; or elſe in an imper- 
tinent buſineſs a vain wandring of the defire,, 
Eccief. 6.9. Like thoſe idle wanderers from 
houſe to houſe, aud not only idle, but tatlers alſs, 
and buſir-bodies, 1 Tim. 5: 12. Sueh are 
very active, and make much ado'in doing 
nothing, becanſe nothing to their purpoſe 
or concern ; ſuch skipping Graſs-hoppers 
will be in want, when the induſtrious Bee is 
provided for. | 

Or laſtly, in a Jumpiſh ſelf-pleaſing temper 
when one would rather letgll fly, than trou- 
ble himſelf about any buſineſs. 

Add the connection of this to pride, which 
is often a cauſe of idleneſs, and inclines too 
many to think it ſcorn for him that has any 
thing, todo any thing. 

But be you ( my Friends) as conſcienti- 
ous Chriſtians ( after the chief things that 
concern Gods Glory, and your own falva- 
tion ), honeſtly induſtrious in your ſtations 
and callings, to provide things honeſt in the 
fight of all men. 

While you are young, fi: your ſelves for 
buſineſs; and wlien you are Elder, do it to 
eh = etfect. 
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eftect. Go thorow-ſtitch with your work, 
and the diligent hand, by the ordinary Provi- 
dence of, God, will make you rich, at leaſt 
toſuch a competence as ſhall] free you from 
ſich incumbring care and trouble, as debr 
and penuty do involve men in ; keep your 
ſhops, and your ſhops ſhall keep you ; yea, 
thus you ſhall rather have to give to thoſe 
that want, than borrow of, and be trouble- 
fome, or burthenſome to rhoſe thathaves” 
-, 2. Fulneſs of bread, Gluttony, Drunken 
neſs, Carnality, Lechery, and fach like ful- 
ſome Jnuſts , are very waſtful' to Eſtates. 
Theſe bring to poverty ahd want ; as har- 
lotry, for Inſtance; By means of 4 whoriſh 
.220man 4 man. is brought to a piece of bread, 
Prov. 6.26. SoUenſual appetite, with vain 
and expenſive pleaſure ;* be that lowerh plea- 
ſure ſhall be a poor man, and be that loveth wine 
end oil, ſhall not be rich, Prov. 21.17. To 
live high, and indulye appetite, will Þbrin 
men, low ; and what then? To beg they 
may think 1s below them, or perhaps the 
may fear *twill Le to little purpoſe ; th 
may think likely, they ſhall rather be up- 
braided than relieved: borrowing comes next, 
and if that will not do, then to ſtealmg,and 
lq to hanging: You fee the place where 
borrowing, naturally ftands, even berween 
þegging and ttealing, and near neighbotifto 
ES, the 
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the Gallows: Flee therefore from all fleſhly 
luſts; abſtain from tipling and idle cormpa- 
ny-keeping, Which waſts boctr time and mo- 
ney, and ruins many a trading man tht is 
in_a hopeful way ; be always and certain 
in, the waythat buſineſs, and the profits that 
attends it, may know where to find you : 
laure your ſelves to temperance and ſobriety 
with redemption of time ; ſo ( beſides keep- 
ing a good Conſcience ) you may fave many 
a, ſhilling, thar others imperrinently ſpend, 
and yet want, no comfort of this life, that 
is honeſtly good for you. 

\ . The profit of money ſaved, may be gueſ- 
ſed by the Table of Intereſt, which I will 
{nappoſe is leſs than may be made thereby, 
ox. prudent trading men ygould never give 
It. 

Now 1 }.in 30 Years, by compound Inte- 
reſt at 6 p.cent. comes to above 79 /. 10 5. 
Suppoſe therefore at the Age of 20 Years, 
thou haſt ſpent 20 s.'at ſome Game , idle 
careſs, or needleſs entertainment ;” and at 
the Age of 50 for anoccafion thou wantelt 
52 4, tor which thou mult go about forron N 
ing and; borrowwng, to ſee how and wicte 
thou, mayeit ger it, How much better now 
had jt been,that thou hadſt ſaved the 1 /. :iv. 
touſly ſpent, and improved it as thou mightit 
have done ? For chen thou would now have 
D 4 had 
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had the x0: //for thy need (without borrow- : 
ing and near 201. of ready caſh leſt in 
thy Pocket, and ſo in Proportion 1 s. gives 
near 4 {. and 1 d. gives 6 s. 7 d, 

I have inſtanced in this computation, to 
ſhew how many do fooliſhly waſte in their 
Youth, what might do them good ſervice, 
and fare them much tronble in their age: 
Patif men muſt once in their hfe be pro- 
fuſe, they .were better deſer it till their age, 

anther ( if they have no more wit.) vet 
their damage will be leſs : And thus much 
for the Sodomitical expenſive fins. Add to 
them, 

Ne Covetoubneſs, which does ( as in the 
Fable.) often crave much, and loſe-atl : 
Some defiigning@o get an Eſtate to them- 
{elves by a great trade, have run in debt be- 
yond their ſtock, and as far as -rheir credit 
would ftretch :- But then ſome Providence 
croſling them, they have failed themfelves, 

ang ruined many oth ers with them z-or-as 
a Wag Cf? :prellec i it {1 his news from the Ex- 
change, This cek the Merchants are [ike 
nine pins, one 1s {truck, and he tumbles down 
5 or 6 more : This moſtly happens when 
deceitfully mens weakneſs is concealed from 
thoſe chat give them credit: Whereas if m- 
deed mens/ Eſtates were truly known, and + 


Ofhers Wi pleaſe to truſt them on the-ac# 
coung 
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count of preſumed honeſty andinduſtry, and 
not ona miſtaken conceit of their ability; 
juch Creditors run their own riſque, and 
cannot blame the debtor, if things ( with. 
ont his default ) anſwer not their expeari- 
on; here they are as party-adventurers ;' 
whereby they may help up honeſt young 
Beginners, and conveniently advantage 
themſelves by the others care and labour : 
If thus men trade upon other mens ſtocks, 
much good may be done to the debtors, and 
no harm is in appearance to enſue , but 
what the Creditors are prepared for. 
Others there be ( as lam told, for I am 
no Trader) that tho they depend not much 
on others ſtocks, yer they over-trade their 
own; that ſo venture their gl}, as to reap 
lictle profit, even by conſiderable returns ; 
fraight and cuſtom muſt be preſently paid, 
and they are out of Caſh; then are they 
forced to borrow of Bankers at unreaſona- 
ble rates ; and ſuddenly ſell their goods at 
under-rates to make them ſatisfaction ; Be- 
ſides, theſe high Traders, are often forced 
( as tis ſaid ) to draw moneys, when the - 
Exchange is to their loſs: Bur I ſhall med- 
dle no farther in theſe things which I do nor 
well underſtand: Only thus far I do, that 
it is beſt to deal within compaſs ; ſafer ro 
nder-trade, than over, that you be never 
{7 put 
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put to litre. Crave nat-.greater matters. 
than inan ordinary way, may be eaſily. at- 


tained ; mike n5: more haſt than good ſpeed 
tobe tic ; 1 41d be content with moderate 
g4in3, according to that ciear portion which 
 Goll has giyen you, 


An4 if you make conſcience of running 


any m1n into hazzard3 for your advantage, 
your ſmall profics will be more comfortable 
to you, than greater, , with ſo much per- 
plexing care, as uſually aaes accompany 
men over-reaching themſelves, and the un- 
juit endangering of other mens Eſtates, 

3. This of covetouſneſs 1s uſually Ea 
ed Witt a vain confidence, and projects : 
knew ane of 690 per annum, not given C 
any known Vie ; ; yet ſpent his all, in t,his 
way, ſo as he lei not enough to bury bim at- 
ter a mean faſhion,to pay for Grave! Clothes, 
and 16 s. for 6 Foot of Each, wherein to 
lay his Corps. 

How many fine fancies have. ſuch. men, 
and how ſtrong are their Gpnceits, that all 
ſhall ſuccecd aschey would have it, .to their 
great imaginary advantage; when alas., all 
their Fabuick ( like the childrens 'Fowers 
of Cards ) 1s {0901 puſted down. by an,unex- 
pected Providence, and then they may -ſce 
theix vanity, waich betore they would not 
think of, Therefore let me adviſe you., fo 

| - take 
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take heed of building Caſtles in /the Air; 
preſuming on any ſucceſs, but what in a ſo-- 
ber and religious dependance on Gods Pro- 
vidence, you may with good reaſon expect. 
Always make experiments in little, and ne- 
ver adventure farther in any thing , than if 
diſappointed, you may in likelihood fafely 
retreat. | 

'*Fhus you may live comfortably , and 
freely, without the aforementioned diſgrace. 
ful troubles; parvo vivitur bene, a little will 
ſerve turn to live' well, if men will be fo 
wiſe as to cut 'their ſait according to their 
cloth. 

And thus mnch of owing nothing to any 
man. It follows, But to love one another ; this 


' i$#a mtitual and metaphorical debt, which 


is of a far more comfortable and creditable 
nature. - $ 
There are other Metaphorical debts of 
which we read in Scripture ; ſome of theſe 
we ſhall briefly mention, as tending to ex- 
Plain this debr of love. One is of God's being 
#debred to men, upon a certain ſvppoſition, 
to bim- that worketh is the reward, not recke- 
"nel of graae, but of debt, Rom. 4. 4. But 
this condition is never fulfifled, no works of 
man'can oblige God, or make him any thing 
a"debtor to us; fo that we are always his 


Another 


*:, 
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Another Metaphorical Debt is that which 
is claimed by corrupt nature, Which yet is nat} 
due, and muſt not be paid ; tyrannical luſts 


exact ſeverely , and hold many perſons in '| 


great flayery to them ; but we are informed. 
of our liberty in this reſpeCt, We are debtors. 
not tothe fleſh, to lie after the fleſh, Rom.S. 12, 
Alſo in reſpeCt of another ſuch like debt; 
namely, to ceremonious obſervances : Every 
man that is circumciſed is a debtor to do the 
whole law, Gal. 5. 3. But from this Jeſus 
Chriſt, our great Surety and Lawgiwer hath, 
made us free. We read alſo of a debt 'of 
obligation by oath ; Whoſoewver ſhall ſwear by. 
tbe Gold of the Temple, be is a debtor, Matth. 


- 23. 16, Oaths, if they are regularly ſworn 
 Þy one that is more ſacred than the Gold, e- 
ven by the Gad of the Temple, muſt be ac- | 


knowledped a debt tobe canſcientiouſly dif- 
charged: "The obligation alſo lies firm in a 
debt of gratiti:4e, Which we muſt readily and 
cheerfully anſwer as we can get opportunity. 
It pleaſed them of Macedonia —— to make 
.contributicn to the poor Saints at. Feruſalem ;, it 
leaſed them werily, and their debtors they are, 
Pom: 15-26, 27. 'TheGentiles were Debtors 
to the 'Fews for their Spirituals, and they 
were well pleaſed toexpreſs' their gratitude, 
by imparting of their temporals : From all 
cheſe Metaphoricals, you may ſee the im- 
port 
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{| port of the Phraſe is a neceſſity of performance ; 

-[debr muſt be paid:* So itis in the foregoing 

| proper debt ; and ſoit is in this figurative 
one that follows, the mutual debt of lowe, - 

7] which the Apoſtle recommends to usinſtead 
1} of that other before at large handled. 


Only the Obligation in this latter rendes it 
like the former : But in all other things it is 


| extreamly different. 


When a certain Roman Knight died mnch 
m debt, and his goods were after expoſed to 
ſale, Cz/ar Auguſtus (ſaith Macrobius ) ſends 


1] to buy his pi/low; for ſaid he, it muſt have 


ſome extraordinary vertue in it, that a man 
ſomuch in debt could ever ſleep thereon : 
Anxious cares drive away ſleep, and proper 


| debt begets thoſe anxieties ; but the debt 
| of love ' is quite of another nature; that 


will never break ſleep, or caſt reproach npon 
us , that may well conſiſt with good huf- 
bandry, comfort and Tepute : It has ſome 
{trange properties to be conſidered, as the 
more we acknowledg of this debt, the more 
we ſhall find owing to us;and therefore it has 
in it ſelf a counterballance. The paying 
hereof does nothing diminiſh our ability 3 
but itis like that loan, 1 Sam. 2. 20. Sa- 
muel, who was asked of God, was received 
from him, returned to him, and yet ſtill en- 
joyed by his Parents ; ſq is thisloye, _ 

tho 
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tho it paſſes reciprocally from one to another, 
yet there is no love loſt : Yea, which is 
yet more, the payment hereof does nothing 
diminiſh the debt, for we {till owe as much 
as we have paid : And this not only ( as o- 
ther debts ) amongſt mortals here- below : 
But in the HeavenlyHa bitations, the Bleſſed 
Saints and Angels are ever loving, and ever 
owing love unto Eternity. 


Love is a charge that never is defyaid, 


"Tis ever paying, and Jer never paid. 
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